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Editor’s Message – Paul Bishop 
This issue of the Newsletter is the first since the 
club’s hunt test in mid-May.  It follows that this 
issue ought to include some acknowledgements 
and “thank you”.  If I set to the task of 
mentioning every club member who worked, I 
would likely forget someone.  Rather than risk 
hunt feelings or failure to recognize, I’m content 
to say that the membership did an outstanding 
job of delivering the hunt test.  A HUGE THANK 
YOU to all.  Based on my calculations 82% of 
club members did something to make our hunt 
test a success.  All things considered, the 2019 
hunt test ought to be declared a success. 

At the “wrap-up meeting” held on June 25, 
treasure Dick Schumacher shared that the club 
“made a little money” on the 2019 hunt test.  
Even with a few bills outstanding, it appears 
that a modest profit was realized.  Nate 
suggested that we allocate a portion of the 
profits to purchase of additional electronic 
wingers.  Nate, Randy and Boots will work out 
the details on the number purchased. 

Members have had some noteworthy 
accomplishments so far in 2019: 

Doug Ahrens and “Abby” passed Started tests 
on Saturday and Sunday at Great Plains. 

Paul Bishop and “Millie” have had a couple of 
Finished passes this spring. 

Newest member Mark Bookman from 
Wilsonville had at least two Started passes at 
the Salt Valley tests. 

 

Matt Brackhan and “Cain” earned the HRCH 
title at the Salt Valley Test. 

Caroline Buettner and “Luke” have earned or 
will soon earn the SHR title.  They performed 
very well at the Salt Valley Test. 

Dane Johnson and the APEX dogs have 
performed well everywhere they’ve gone. 

Nate Krizek and “Rush” earned the HR title and 
looked good doing it.  Nate and River are 2-for-2 
on Master passes this spring 

Kevin Mansfield and “Donut” are closing in the 
HRCH title. 

Jim McCurry and “Murphy” have performed 
well together this Spring. 

Mark Morten is running several Finished dogs 
and seems to always have ribbons in his hands. 

Jason Pflasterer and “Cash” are performing at a 
high level. 

Chris Puccini and “Kimber” have both Finished 
and Master passes to their credit this spring. 

Randy Smith and “Sonny” have several Finished 
passes this spring. 

Excluding the performances of the APEX guys, 
the unofficial pass rate for GPHRC members and 
their dogs is 89 % -- not perfect but pretty good 
and well worth celebrating. 

Colton Eurek sent a very nice “thank you” card 
to the club acknowledging his appreciation for 
helping with the purchase of his new pup. 



2019 Region 13/13A Calendar 
July 6 & 7, 2019 
Platte River HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
North Platte, NE 
 
July 20 & 21, 2019 
Western Colorado HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Grand Mesa National Forest; Cedaredge, CO   
 
August 10 & 11, 2019 
Platte Valley HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Orchard, CO 
 
August 24 & 25, 2019 
Elkhorn Valley HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Norfolk, NE 

Club Training Day Schedule 
 

Host Day/Date/Time Location 
Morten Thur July 11 

7:00 PM  
29235 145 
Rd. Kearney 

Morten Thur July 18 
7:00 PM 

29235 145 
Rd. Kearney 

Nate Sat July 27 8:00 
AM 

1550 
Amherst Rd. 
Elm Creek 

Shaffer Thur August 1 
7:00 PM 

42915 
Prairie Hills 
Rd. 
Lexington 

Bishop’s Thur August 8 
7:00 PM 

1550 
Amherst Rd. 
Elm Creek 

Morten ThurAugust 22 
7:00 PM 

29235 145 
Rd. Kearney 

 

Feeding Plan for Working Retrievers 
It seems that there is a lot of confusion among 
owners of working hunting dogs on the matter 
of feeding. A 2016 issue of Pheasants Forever 
included an article on that focused on how to 

ensure that your dog gets the nutrition needed 
to perform well and eliminate or minimize diet 
related problems that could adversely affect 
performance. The author cited animal nutrition 
experts who recommended at least two months 
of pre-hunt conditioning and a 30/20 diet (30% 
protein and 20% fat). These nutritionists 
recommended 30/20 year-a-round for working 
retrievers and insisted on at least two months 
of 30/20 to ensure readiness to hunt.  
 
The nutritionists also recommended “top 
dressing” the dog’s food with a probiotic. 
According to the experts, the probiotic 
minimizes loose stools and diarrhea.  
 
The nutritionists recommended consistency in 
quantity and feeding regime. Floating the dog’s 
food in water can be helpful for avoiding 
dehydration. Also, it is wise to “skip breakfast” 
before the hunt especially in upland situations. 
In doing so, you minimize a slowing of 
metabolism that is associated with taking on 
nutrients. Furthermore, working dogs with full 
stomachs are more likely to have difficulty 
digesting the food just eaten. These 
nutritionists recommended giving the dog 
plenty of time to relax and cool down before 
the providing the post hunt meal.  
 
Lastly, watch the dog to be sure it doesn’t drink 
too much water too fast. A gut full of water can 
increase the possibility of gastric torsion 
(twisted bowel) which can be fatal 

Training Tip -- Timing is Everything 
A lot of very accomplished handlers often tell 
less experienced handlers that “timing is 
everything” when positively reinforcing or 
correcting a dog, particularly young pups.  
Poorly timed reinforcement or correction can 
impede training.  Efficient and correct use of 
reinforcement will enhance performance and is 
at the very core of training. 
 
Positive reinforcement should occur 
immediately when the desired behavior is 



completed.  Identifying the correct response by 
praise or other positives should be used when 
teaching a new behavior and/or in recognition 
of “good effort” by the dog when it made a 
decision. 
 
The timing for correction should be as soon as 
the handler recognizes that the dog has given 
the wrong response.  For example, if the dog is 
cast left but goes back, the dog has to be 
corrected and re-directed before it gets to the 
bumper (reward).  The degree of correction 
varies depending on situation and the history of 
the dog. 
 
At least one example of a “positive at the wrong 
time” is too frequent praise.  Frequent praise 
like constantly chattering “good dog” will lose 
its meaningfulness as a positive.  This is 
particularly true if given with the wrong 
behavior in hopes that the dog will do the 
desired behavior.  Another example of a 
“positive at the wrong time” is self-rewarding.  
Simply said, the handler allows the dog to do 
the wrong thing in response to a command.  For 
example, if the dog knows to “take the water 
route” but takes the “land route” and is not 
stopped, the handler has strengthened the 
wrong behavior by allowing the dog to reinforce 
itself by taking the wrong route. 
 
Corrections have to be administered the instant 
the handler recognizes the wrong behavior.  If 
the dog knows the correct behavior to emit but 
chooses to emit the wrong behavior, the 
correction should occur immediately followed 
by a “re-cue” for the desired behavior and a 
praise for emitting the correct response.   
 
Corrections should not be administered when 
the dog is simply confused and makes a mistake 
because it does not know the desired behavior.  
In these situations, simplification of the task is 
in order.  Correction should be related to lack of 
effort for doing something that is inconsistent 
with a command that the dog already knows. 
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