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Editor’s Message – Paul Bishop 
This is the first Newsletter for calendar year 
2019.  We’re in the seventh year of consistent 
publication of the Newsletter.  The format of 
the Newsletter will continue to be: (1) Editors 
Message, (2) citation of events including club 
training days, (3) other announcements, (4) 
training tips, and (5) next meeting.  
Photographs of club members and their dogs 
are often used to “keep us connected” as a club 

This is repeat information from the December 
2018 Newsletter regarding the Region 13A 
Judges/Handlers Seminar: 
 

What: The 2019 Judges/Handles 
Seminar 
Where: Divots Conference Center 
4200 West Norfolk Ave. 
Norfolk, NE 68701 
When: February 23, 2019 – 9:00 AM-
5:00 PM 
RSVP Required:  Contact Russ Harris via 
email – ruh@novozymes.com prior to 
February 8, 2019 

 
To maintain licensure, all HRC judges must 
attend a Judges/Handlers seminar at least once 
every three years.  Judges whose last seminar 
was in 2016 will need to have completed a 
seminar in 2019.  The HRC web site includes a 
list of judges by region and the date of their last 
seminar. 
 
All apprentice and licensed judges must take 
and pass the “Judges’ Test” in odd numbered 
years.  The Judges’ Test will become available at 
the HRC website very early in the month of 

January 2019.  You are encouraged to take the 
test early in 2019 and before accepting a 2019 
judging assignment.  
 
If you are not a licensed judge and not 
interested in becoming a judge but have an 
interest in “how the performance of dogs 
participating in a hunt test is to be judged” 
please consider attending the upcoming 
Judges/Handlers Seminar.  Handlers often find 
the seminar to be very helpful in adjusting 
training routines to maximize the probability 
that their dog will perform at the standard 
required to pass the hunt test. 
 
Another repeat from the December 2018 
Newsletter is that Nate, Jill and Boots have 
completed the preliminary work for the 2019 
Hunt Test.  It appears that GPHRC is “good-to-
go” as far as the folks at UKC and HRC are 
concerned.  Randy Smith has agreed to serve as 
hunt test chair.  THANKS, RANDY!  If you have 
not already done so, now would be a good time 
to entry the hunt test dates in your new 2019 
day-planner: 
 

Friday May 17 – Set-up Day 
Saturday May 18 – Test Day 1 
Sunday May 19 – Test Day 2 

 
January is the month that has been traditionally 
used to collect the annual membership dues.  
Membership dues are $25.00 and have been 
collected by Treasurer Dick Schumacher at the 
January meeting.  Dues can also be mailed: 
 

Dick Schumacher 
PO Box 93 
Kearney, NE 68848 

 

mailto:ruh@novozymes.com


2019 Region 13/13A Calendar 
February 16 & 17, 2019 
Western Colorado HRC 
Back-to-Back Upland Hunt 
Delta, CO 
 
February 23, 2019 
Judges/Handlers Seminar 
Divots Conference Center 
4200 W. Norfolk Ave. 
Norfolk, NE 
 
April 6 & 7, 2019 
Southern Colorado HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Walsenburg, CO 
 
April 8-12, 2019 
HRC International Spring Grand 
Cheraw, SC 
 
April 13 & 14, 2019 
Roadrunner HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Navajo Lake, NM 
 
May 4 & 5, 2019 
Platte Valley HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Snyder, CO 
 
May 18 & 19, 2019 
Great Plains HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Wood River, NE 
 
June 1 & 2, 2019 
Mount Rushmore HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Custer, SD 
 
June 8, 2019 
National Meeting 
St. Louis, MO 
 
 

June 15 & 16, 2019 
Hidden Pines HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Cheyenne, WY 
 
June 15 & 16, 2019 
Salt Valley HRC  
Back-to-back Regular Hunt 
Syracuse, NE  
 
July 6 & 7, 2019 
Platte River HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
North Platte, NE 
 
July 20 & 21, 2019 
Western Colorado HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Grand Mesa National Forest; Cedaredge, CO   
 
August 10 & 11, 2019 
Platte Valley HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Tamarack Wildlife, Sterling, CO 
 
August 24 & 25, 2019 
Elkhorn Valley HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Norfolk, NE 

Training Tip – “Take a Good Initial Line” – 
Part 1 
From a simplistic perspective, a working 
retriever has relatively few jobs.  Some jobs 
encountered when hunting include: “wait 
patiently until commanded to do otherwise”, 
“locate downed game”, “return game to the 
handler”, “honor the work of other dogs” and 
“go where sent”.  The topic of this training tip 
centers around “go where sent”.  Among 
people who train working retrievers, “go where 
sent” requires “taking a good initial line”. This is 
a valuable attribute possessed by most dogs 
who are said to good at completing the blind 
retrieve. 
 
This topic will be addressed in parts.  This part 
will describe some drills whereby the handler 



aligns the dog to take a straight path in the 
direction of the game it did not see fall to the 
ground (blind retrieve). 
 
Some dogs seem to have a genetic disposition 
for “going straight” while others seem to have a 
“detouring nature” and never take a straight 
line to anything.  Most dogs, however, are 
somewhere between these extremes and with a 
systematic and rigorous training program can 
be taught to “take a good line” and “hold that 
line” resulting in a successful blind retrieve. 
 
For the purpose of this “training tip” consider 
the “initial line” as the first 20-25 yards that the 
dog runs.  To get the dog to transverse the first 
20-25 yards “straight in line with the blind”, the 
handler has to control the dog’s precise position 
at heel.  Precise adjustments to the dog’s 
position at heel make it possible to “aim” the 
dog in the “straight line direction” that it’s 
supposed to go.  Dobbs, Dobbs, and Woodyard 
(1993) cited several drills to teach to the dog to 
align himself at heel in the direction of the 
blind.  A few of those drills are excerpted for 
presentation here.  
 
Drill 1 – Square Pattern 
Heeling in a square helps teach the dog to align 
itself in the direction you are going.  Four 
decoys on the ground provide a pattern for the 
drill and are also a distraction which the dog 
must learn to ignore. 
 
Practice heeling the dog on lead, going in both 
clockwise and counterclockwise directions while 
making square corners around the decoys.  Use 
a heeling stick to correct the dog if he forges 
ahead or hugs your leg.  Use the “leave it” 
command if the dog “checks out” the decoys.  If 
the dog has been collar-conditioned, the “nick-
heel-nick” can serve to correct forging ahead or 
lagging behind.  By practicing “square corners” 
with systematic correction, you are helping the 
dog to understand that your body is the 
reference point for his precise alignment.   
 
 

Drill 2 – Backward Heeling 
Training the dog to heel backwards is essential 
so that you can subtly align the dog in the heel 
position.  To teach backward heeling, you must 
keep the dog from moving away from you.  
Keep the dog on a lead and place between you 
and a fence.  Command “heel” and take one 
step forward and then start moving backward.  
Lightly rap the dog’s front feet with the heeling 
stick to prompt backward movement and guide 
with the leash.  The fence is intended to 
prevent the dog from “turning around”.  
Command heel and take a few steps forward 
followed by “heel” and take a step forward and 
then step backward.  If the dog does not step 
backward, lightly rap the front feet with the 
heeling stick as a prompt to move backward in 
combination with lead pressure. 
 
Drill 3 – Backward Pivot 
Once the dog will move backward reliably, 
teaching it to pivot backward is the next step.  
Command “heel” and pivot on you left leg 
turning counterclockwise.  Use the lead to hold 
the dog firmly in the heel position and if 
necessary, use the heeling stick to prompt the 
backward pivoting movement.  Pivoting 90, 120, 
180 and 360 degrees provides for systematic 
progression in this drill. 
 
Drill 4 – Return to Heel 
After using the backward pivot drill you are 
ready to teach the dog to “return to heel”.  
Start by reviewing the backward pivot.  Next, 
have the dog sit.  Step away a quarter turn so 
that you are facing the dog’s shoulder then 
command “heel”.  Use the heeling stick as a 
prompt by holding in front of the dog so that its 
inclined to move backward into the heel 
position. 
 
Drill 5 – Realignment to “Sit Straight” 
The “Realignment Drill” will help the dog learn 
to “sit straight” in the heel position.  It is 
difficult for a dog to take a good initial line if it is 
not “sitting straight” at heel.  With the sitting 
beside you, command “sit” and take one step 
forward.  Wait a moment, then command 



“heel”.  As the dog comes to the heel position, 
make sure it sits straight.  If its rear end and hip 
that is closest to your left leg is crooked, use 
your left leg as a prod to sit straight.  If the dogs 
rear end and hip furthest from you is crooked, 
practice heeling next to a wall of street curb to 
guide the dog into sitting straight.   
 
After the dog has learned to “sit straight” when 
you step forward, begin taking one step 
backward and command “heel”.  Next practice 
taking one step left at a right-angle position 
making a quarter turn away from the dog.  
Finally practice taking a side step away from the 
dog. 
 
The last part of the realignment drill is subtle 
but important.  Instead of leaving the dog at sit 
and taking a step, have the dog move with as 
you step.  Command “heel” as you take one 
step in any direction 
 
Eventually you should be able to leave the dog 
sit and step away at “any angle”.  When you 
command “heel” the dog will realign itself in 
the precise direction you are facing. 
 
Drill 6 – LOCKING ON 
Dog lose confidence and become confused 
when you “fuss with them” too much at the 
retrieving line as you try to “line them up” to go 
straight.  The “locking on” drill will condition the 
dog to expect to execute a retrieve and tends to 
minimize the need to “fuss with them” to get 
“lined up” 
 
With the dog sitting at heel, toss a bird just a 
few feet in front of you.  Now drop your hand 
forward over the center of the dog’s head just 
enough to so that it does not have to duck 
under it.  Hesitate until the dog leans forward in 
anticipation of being sent, then send the dog 
immediately. 
 
With repetition the dog will automatically lean 
forward when you drop your hand.  Be sure to 
hesitate just a moment before sending the dog; 

otherwise it will interpret the lowering of your 
hand as a signal to go. 
 
Drill 7 – Push Pull Drill 
This drill teaches the dog to accept the subtle 
cues associated with moving your left leg.  The 
outcome is that you and your dog will work as a 
team to get lined up in the correct direction. By 
moving your left leg forward or back, you’ll find 
that you can “push” or “pull” the dog’s head 
toward you.  Because of previous drills, the dog 
will have the tendency to move in accordance 
with your leg movement.  Minimize “fussing” – 
send the dog as soon as it moves with you. 
 
With the dog sitting at heel, toss two white 
bumpers that are 45-60 degrees apart and 
about 10-15 yards in front of you.  Make sure 
the dog can see both bumpers.  When the dog 
looks toward one, calmly say “no” and then 
move your left leg forward or back, whichever 
causes the dog to turn toward the other 
bumper.  Reinforce with a “good” when it 
makes the adjustment.  Drop your hand and 
send the dog.  Repeat the drill increasing 
distance and then later place the bumpers that 
the dog did not see thrown. 
 
The February issue of the Newsletter will 
describe other drills that will contribute to the 
dog’s ability to proceed precisely in the 
direction sent and “hold the line” in a straight 
direction for a considerable distance. 
 
Reference 
Dobbs, J., Dobbs, P, & Woodyard A. (1993). 
Retriever training. Tucson, AZ: Tri-tronics, Inc. 

Next Meeting 
The next meeting has been confirmed:  Tuesday 
January 22, 2019 beginning at 6:30 PM..  The 
location has not yet been confirmed but Pizza 
Hut at 1412 2nd Ave. is a likely location.  When 
“location” information is firm, you’ll be 
informed via email  
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