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Editor’s Message – Paul Bishop 
The April 28 meeting was devoted largely to 
hunt test details.  Hunt Test Chair Randy Smith 
and Hunt Test Secretary Jill Manring have been 
busy with those details.  However, a few 
equipment check/repair/replace chores are still 
on the “to do list”.  Some of the electronic 
wingers need new surgical tubbing.  Poppers 
need to be bagged.  Persons wishing to perform 
those choses should contact Paul to make 
arrangements (text or call 308-920-1693).  Jill 
has done about everything she can before she 
receives “the packet” from the good folks at 
HuntSecretary.com.   

Based on conversations at the April 28 meeting, 
it appears that we have a shortage of confirmed 
raffle items.  A practice that was started several 
years ago was each club member would donate 
one raffle item of about $25.00 in value.  The 
consensus of the members present at the April 
28 meeting was to continue that practice.  
Drop-off your raffle item with Boot’s (4 N. Lake 
Dr. Kearney) before May 17 or leave with Paul 
at the May 2 training day to be held at the 1550 
Amherst Rd., Elm Creek, NE location.  You can 
bring the item to set-up day, but it’s better to 
drop-off early so the “social guys” can more 
efficiently plan the raffle. 

Chris Puccini, Nate Mayhew, and Dane Johnson 
have been managing the gun raffle.  If you need 
tickets to buy or sell, contact Chris (text works 
best – 308 455-0440). 

When you see Eric Nielsen, say “thanks”.  He 
has done a great job checking and double- 

checking on the status of the facility (Legion 
Hall) and the caterer for the social.  Given the 
magnitude of the flooding in Wood River, we 
have relied on Eric to assure us that we could 
have the social as was originally planned. 

There are some unassigned tasks on the hunt 
test work roster.  If you have not confirmed, 
denied, or amended your availability as 
reported in an earlier email, expect a second 
message asking for information regarding your 
status.  There is plenty of work to go around so 
the favor of a reply assures good planning and 
efficient execution. 

Last, hunt test set-up day is Friday May 17 
beginning at 1:00 PM.  Hope to see you at the 
hunt test grounds – Lilly Sand & Gravel, 11970 
W. Platte River Drive, Wood River, NE 68883. 

2019 Region 13/13A Calendar 
May 4 & 5, 2019 
Platte Valley HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Snyder, CO 
 
May 18 & 19, 2019 
Great Plains HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Wood River, NE 
 
June 1 & 2, 2019 
Mount Rushmore HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Custer, SD 
 
June 8, 2019 
National Meeting 
St. Louis, MO 



 
June 15 & 16, 2019 
Hidden Pines HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Cheyenne, WY 
 
June 15 & 16, 2019 
Salt Valley HRC  
Back-to-back Regular Hunt 
Syracuse, NE  
 
July 6 & 7, 2019 
Platte River HRC 
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
North Platte, NE 
 
July 20 & 21, 2019 
Western Colorado HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Grand Mesa National Forest; Cedaredge, CO   
 
August 10 & 11, 2019 
Platte Valley HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Tamarack Wildlife, Sterling, CO 
 
August 24 & 25, 2019 
Elkhorn Valley HRC  
Back-to-Back Regular Hunt 
Norfolk, NE 
 

Club Training Day Schedule 
The “Club Training Day Schedule” was 
established during the February 21meeting.  
The original dissemination was fought with 
errors so a corrected version was submitted as 
an attachment to an email.  The table below is a 
display of the training day opportunities in April 
and May. 
 

Host Day/Date/Time Location 
Bishop Thur May 2 

6:00 PM 
1550 
Amherst Rd. 
Elm Creek 
 
 
 

Host  Day/Date/Time Location 
Shaffer Sat May 11 

9:00 AM 
1550 
Amherst Rd. 
Elm Creek 
 

Morton Thur May 23 
6:00 PM 

29235 
145Rd. 

Kearney 
Shaffer Thur June 6 

7:00 PM 
42915 
Prairie Hills 
Rd. 
Lexington 
 

Bishop Thur June 13 
7:00 PM 

1550 
Amherst 
Rd. 
Elm Creek 
 

Help Needed – Outdoor Discovery Days 
For the past several years the club has provided 
a handling demonstration for school-age 
students participating in the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission “Outdoor Discovery 
Days”.  This event is held at Fort Kearny SRA.  
The event is scheduled for Thursday May 9 and 
Friday May 10 with “Public Day” on Saturday 
May 11.  The demonstrations for school-age 
students begin at 9:00 AM and end at 2:45 PM. 
The club will not provide demonstrations on 
“Public Day” May 11.  At this time, we’ve got 
three dog-handler teams in place for the 
Thursday and only one dog-handler team in 
place for Friday.  Simply said there is a need for 
one or more club members and their dog(s) to 
be available on Friday May 10 – 9:00 AM-2:45 
PM.  Help on Thursday would be accepted as 
well.  If you can help out during any part of the 
day on either Thursday or Friday, please contact 
Paul – (308) 920-1693. 

 



Training Tip -- Delivery and Mouthing Issues – 
Part 3 
In the past two issues of the newsletter, the 
“Training Tip” has included text about 
resolution of delivery and mouthing problems.  
The May newsletter will consider three less 
frequently discussed problems -- soft mouth, 
slow pick-up, and stickiness. 

Soft Mouth 

Some retrievers tend to emit a tendency to 
excessively “mess with the bird” before picking 
it up and then tend to drop the bird excessively 
before delivering to the handler.  This tendency 
or similar behaviors is often referred to as “soft 
mouth”.  At a minimum, this is an annoying 
behavior and inconsistent with the standard of 
control often associated with the “good hunting 
companion”.   

Most authorities contend that remedial work on 
force fetch is often required to eliminate or at 
least minimize soft mouth.  Long hold (45-90 
seconds or more) is a staple of the remedial 
force-fetch work but the obedience drill of 
heeling with bird in mouth is also 
recommended.  Corrections should clarify that 
the bird must stay in the mouth until 
commanded to “drop” but the corrections 
should not be so severe as to create avoidance 
behaviors or startle the dog resulting is an 
unwanted drop.  The remedial work should 
include holding birds.  Generally, dead pigeons 
or teal work well then add larger birds. 

Dahl and Dahl (2006) contended that some dogs 
emit soft mouth because they have had too 
little exposure to birds – dead and alive.  They 
recommend exposure to fresh killed pigeons 
and as enthusiasm increases introduce larger 
birds and then finally live birds.  Regular training 
with birds is essential to maintaining retrieving 
efficiency for a retriever who has a soft mouth 
history. 

Slow Pick-up 

One of the most perplexing mouth problems 
is slow pick-up.  Although somewhat difficult 
to define, it is characterized by retrievers who 
do not pick-up the bird promptly.  Another 
description is standing over a bird for long 
periods before picking it up.  The reason for 
this reluctance to pick-up promptly is often a 
mystery but Dahl and Dahl (2006) contend 
that too much or poorly timed correction 
pressure has confused the dog.  The dog is 
avoiding picking up the bird thinking that 
some sort of correction will start after the 
bird has been located.  That notion was 
attributed to a retriever who was severely 
corrected for not picking-up large geese.  The 
outcome of this sort of correction was a 
tendency to stand over birds for long periods 
before picking them up.  Based on common 
sense, the handler needs to “lighten-up” on 
the correction pressure. 

According to Dahl and Dahl (2006), a key to 
the resolution of slow pick-up is to create 
enthusiasm for birds.  They recommend shot 
flyers or shackling pigeons and give the 
retriever an opportunity to “chase down the 
game”. 

Stickiness 

Although similar to freezing, stickiness differs 
in that the retriever will release the bird but 
after a discernable delay following the “drop” 
command.  In freezing, the dog will not 
release the bird until the handler uses sheer 
force to extract the bird.  Stickiness is an 
annoying and undesirable behavior but 
fortunately, there are a few “common sense” 
techniques to eliminate or minimize the 
problem. 

 



Like the resolution of other delivery and 
mouthing problems, remedial force-fetch 
work is probably in order.  Emphasize the 
“drop” command.  After the concept of 
“drop” is understood, Lamb (2001) 
recommended teaching the “remote drop” 
command as an extension to the expedient 
“drop” re-learned in the return to force-fetch-
training.  She cautions that this will take a 
great deal of training time but could be “well-
worth-it” as the “cure” for stickiness.  With 
the remote drop, the dog will spit the bird out 
of its mouth while sitting at a distance.  An 
even more difficult skill is to spit the bird out 
while walking at heel or coming into the 
handler.  The notion here is that this 
extension drill makes it absolutely clear to the 
dog the behavior that is expected when the 
“drop” command is given. 

Dahl (2009) described a more subtle version 
of stickiness wherein the dog is ducking away 
as the handler reaches for the bird to 
complete the delivery.  The behavior has a 
sort-of game like appearance.  As the handler 
reaches for the bird, the dog shifts its head 
position to make taking the bird difficult.  To 
eliminate this behavior, Dahl recommends 
indirect pressure.  When the dog ducks away, 
instead of taking the bird, the handler stands 
and gives a verbal correction with the “sit” 
command.  The “sit” can be paired with a nick 
from the e-collar and/or an upward tug on 
the lead.  Reach again for where the bird is 
supposed to be.  If the dog ducks again, pause 
a moment and let the dog process what is to 
be done.  Often the dog will “figure it out” 
and deliver properly.  If not, repeat the 
correction – “sit”-nick-reposition hand. 

Summary 

Much like the resolution of other delivery and 
mouthing problems, remedial force-fetch 

work is recommended for eliminating or 
minimizing soft mouth, slow pick-up and 
stickiness.  Care should be taken to assure 
that the outcome of remedial force-fetch 
training is a consistent and efficient delivery.   

The use of “common sense” techniques that 
clarify for the dog the behavior expected is 
essential.  This may entail emphasis on the 
“drop” in the case of stickiness, “fetch” for 
slow pick-up and “hold” for soft mouth.   

Correction pressure that is severe should be 
avoided.  It is likely that indirect pressure with 
a verbal sit (or “hold” or “fetch” or “drop”) 
paired with a low intensity nick will prompt 
the dog to more efficiently process the 
command and emit the desired behavior. 
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Did you know this? 
The first dog owned by a Great Plains HRC 
member to earn induction into the HRC 500 
Point Club was “Cutter”.  This black Labrador 
Retriever was owned and handled by Randy 
Coffman of Kearney, NE.  
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